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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Board of Selectmen 

Meeting – June 18, 2020 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway and remotely using Zoom. 

Swanzey, NH 
 

 
ZOOM MEETING during Health Emergency 
Town Administrator Michael Branley hosted a ZOOM online conference call at 2:00 pm at Town Hall due 
to the public health emergency.  Emergency Meeting pursuant to Executive Order 2020-04, Section 8 
and Emergency Order #12, Section 3. 
 
Present were Selectmen W. William Hutwelker, Sylvester Karasinski and Kenneth P. Colby, Jr. Also 
present was Town Administrator Michael Branley and Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard.  
 
PUBLIC ACCESS 
Notice was given to the public to participate remotely over Zoom by going to www.zoom.us or using the 
Zoom App on a cell phone, or a landline calling 1 929 205 6099 and entering Meeting ID 235 370 4380 #. 
The notice also provides a phone number: 352-7411 ext. 107 to call should a member of the public be 
unable to access the meeting. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
State Representative Jennie Gomarlo, State Representative Barry Faulkner, State Senator Jay Kahn, Mt. 
Caesar Library Director Cadigan Gregory, Human Services and Resources Coordinator Edna Coates 
 
COVID-19 UPDATE 
Branley opened the meeting stating that the Board will forego scheduled 2 pm meetings after today. Bi-
weekly Wednesday meetings will continue with Zoom. Branley said the Board appreciated everyone 
participating, especially State Representatives and Senator Kahn.  Colby said any afternoon meeting that 
is needed will be posted 24 hours in advance.  Kahn said it was important for him to be part of these 
meetings and Swanzey raised the bar on municipal transparency. Branley added that Cheshire County 
currently has 11 cases.  
 
Gregory said the Board of Trustees for the library has finalized a re-opening plan.  She said someone will 
be keeping an eye on the numbers to help the Trustees decide moving forward. She said they are being 
really careful.  She said the library will stay with curb side pick-up until 28 days have passed since the 
Stay-at-Home order was lifted. She said they are being conservative. 
 
Kahn asked if there would be a summer reading program. Gregory said the State got CARES funding for 
online reading platform.  Plan is to have remote summer reading program.  She said normal is a group of 
children clustering together, which isn’t good given COVID-19 situation. 
 
Barry Faulkner asked about general testing been done in Keene.  He asked about data in that regard.  
Faulkner said they think there may be a lot of folks who have had the disease without symptoms.  
Branley said the Town does not get information from that data.  
 
Gregory said the $5,000 grant money is being used to upgrade technical equipment in the library and 
the rest will be on Chromebooks and IPads with protective covers. Some patrons will be able to borrow 
and take them home or use them outside the library building. The State library has completed grant 
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application to buy Chromebooks and IPads for libraries to use for folks who do not have them and give 
folks access to the internet.  So there will be two sources of internet access for folks who do not have 
that access now. Faulkner asked about having appointments for people to come to the library. Gregory 
said that will be part of the next phase to allow folks into the building. There is spacing and cleaning that 
needs to be done and also staffing issues.  If you don’t have keyboard covering, there is a saran wrap to 
cover it.  Chromebooks will be available for use when they can be found to purchase.  Colby said they 
are in demand and not easily obtainable.  
 
Bernard spoke about the sanitizing needs that local churches are considering before doors can be 
opened to the public. 
 
Jasmin said Chromebooks are available on Amazon with about a week’s wait for delivery. 
 
Gomarlo said Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) is hard to find for the Maplewood Nursing Home. 
They go through masks and cannot get enough of them.  She said if anyone knows a source to contact 
the county administrator’s office. 
 
Kahn said the person who has been leading emergency response systems in the State is leaving that 
role.  
 
Bittel asked about the Swanzey liquor store not opening at all, which would damage Swanzey 
economically. Kahn said he was told that by the end of the week there was to be an order of liquor 
stores reopening. Kahn said there should be noise about Swanzey’s store and why it is important to the 
local economy.  It is a 3-mile journey to the Keene store.  Kahn says there is data about sales level at the 
store which will guide the decision to re-open.  Branley showed a map of planned re-openings for liquor 
stores and the Swanzey one is not scheduled although many throughout the state did have dates to re-
open. 
 
Branley said he would send out email reminders for future meetings. Colby expressed appreciation for 
all attendees who have been coming to the 2pm meetings. 
 
Meeting over at 2:26 pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary     
Approved on July 1, 2020  
 


